
Minutes 

Pleasant Grove Elementary PTO  

PGESPTOBOARD@GMAIL.COM; Facebook: @PGESPTO  Instagram: @PGESPTO 

March 7, 2022 | 7:00pm | Location: PGES Cafeteria 

Board Members: 

Erin Wogomon, President | Angela Vermilion, Vice President | Shayna Bonney, 

Treasurer | Lindsay Pennington, Co-Treasurer | Angie Podesta, Secretary | Sara 

McMillan, Member At Large | Trenda Weber, Member At Large  

Old Business: 

1. Mother/Son event - event went well.  Approx. 59 moms and 62 kids.  Well received 

2. Friendship parties - went well.  Limiting it to 3 parents has made it easier on the parents. Primary grades 

need more volunteers however.  Agreement with older grades also.  They feel like 5 would be perfect.  

Hopefully next year will have the freedom to make that decision. 

3. Yearbook committee - New volunteer - Dana.  has stepped up and is working on the yearbook this year.  Still 

need someone to help with photography.   

4. Self Care Olympic - (Mr. Kelly) This helped morale so much.  It was a struggle beginning of second 

semesters.  PTO donated money to give gift cards as prizes for the games.   

New Business  
 

1. Dad’s Club: next meeting Thursday, March 10th @ 7pm at Taco’s and Brews – anyone is welcome! Still 

working on FFN.  May 21.  Going to go all in on moving it to MPCC - it will be much easier to plan.  Any ideas 

to get more dads involved, let us know.   

2.  Yearbook order deadline: March 18 

a. To order on line visit: inter-state.com/order and enter this code: 62857Z 

3. Staff appreciation ideas - always looking for new ideas to show our love to the staff.  May 2-6. 

4. Student appreciation ideas - student morale is low as well. We need ideas to excite the kids.  Roary visiting 

the kids at recess.  Bringing popcicles.  Maybe schedule in April.   

5. Book Fair April 11-15 - Signup genius coming soon.  Will need help with flyers also.  Hoping to do some 

evening hours.  Maybe do a “family reading night”.  Maybe do a food truck dine to donate with Johnson’s BBQ 

and Ellas Frozen Yogurt. 
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6. Open board and committee positions for 2022-23 school year, top line summary of expectations in roles - 

We will have nominations for every position on the board, we will do nominations next meeting and then vote in 

May.  Multiple committee positions available also:  Hospitality co-chair with Jessica Sremenak, Fundraising co-

chair with Amanda Gettelfinger, We will post expectations as best we can on social media.   

7. Event Coordinator positions: - We will nominate for these as well 

a. Father Daughter dance 

b. Mother Son dance 

c. Fun Run 

8. Fundraising:  

a. Feb and YTD D2D update - Panera Bread - $45.81 - we learned from this experience that the distance 

doesn’t work well with our families.  Total for the year $2887.60 

b. Future D2D - Papa John’s Wednesday, Ella’s March 16, May 6 - Battle of the Groves at Ella’s 

c. FFN silent auction update - We have 68 baskets so far including the art projects.  Most are either travel 

baskets or restaurants.  If you know anyone who want to just build a basket and donate, have an MLM, 

etc, we need to build those smaller baskets.  Grade level art projects are coming along quite well.   

d. Photography fundraiser - A mom of Center Grove high school students.  She has been doing 

photography for 1.5 years and she is trying to expand her business.  $80 session and $25 of that 

comes back to us.  IF you need a different date or time, she can arrange that as well, just contact her.   

e. Shelter update - Permit approval waiting time.  Will then be awaiting warm, dry days.   

8. Celebrations! 

a. Deposits/Credits total =$1687.92 

b. Debits total = $1080.15 

c. Beginning balance $86,379.72 

d. Ending balance $86,987.49 

9. Mr. Kelly’s Corner - The money in the account is earmarked - we are not just sitting on it.  You will see big 

expenditures coming out soon.  PTO is covering the cost of the 5th grade field trip.  We need to have a balance 

of $30,000 going in to next year.  If you have a family business and we can work some sort of partnership, 

please bring your ideas to the board for ways to work out a fundraiser opportunity. Phone Drama - seeing 

things that he has not seen before in elementary school.  Please be on top of your kids phones and check them 

regularly.  He is seeing sexual content - mainly among 4th and 5th graders.  70% of the discipline is coming 

from 1 bus.  He has had to take steps to take charge in the situations.  He doesn’t like to “put his foot down”, 

but he will when it is necessary.  The cafeteria situation was a result of significant bad behavior - employees 

quit working in the cafeteria as a result of the behavior.  Everything in the school is chaos right now.  We have 

near 700 students and we have 2 hours to get the kids through lunch.  He has been putting movies on the TV’s 

and have tried many different things to correct the behavior.  Parent question: can you notify parents with 

things get chaotic?  Answer: I couldn’t anticipate the response and therefore decided against it.  He may start 

sharing the “trends” he is seeing.  He is getting more and more concerned with iPads and phones and what 

kids are seeing all the way down to second grade.  Lost and Found - we have soooooooo much.  We will be 

donating the items soon.   

 

 



10. OPEN MIC  

First Grade Teachers:  Thank you to the PTO and the parents for all of the support this year.  Field trip - going 

to the zoo since they didn’t get to go in Kindergarten.  Working on animal stories and numbers 1-20, about to 

add 2 digit addition.  (Mr. Kelly) - we have a great first grade team.  Kindergarten and 1st grade teachers are 

miracle workers.  Start transitioning the students from “learn to read” to “read to learn”.  They are amazing at 

creating a safe environment of kids feeling safe and loved.   

Adjournment.  Next meeting:  April 4, 2022 @ 7pm 

 



 


